California Exhaust Noise Bill Goes into Effect | SEMA ACTION NETWORK

FIGHT UNFAIR
AUTOMOTIVE LAWS

CALIFORNIA EXHAUST NOISE BILL GOES
INTO EFFECT

URGENT LEGISLATIVE ALERT | UPDATE

California Assembly Bill (A.B.) 1824, which was signed into law by then-Governor Jerry Brown in June of 2018 went into effect on January 1,
2019. The bill has generated significant concern amongst the online enthusiast community. Despite what is being circulated, enactment of
A.B. 1824 does not change existing laws pertaining to exhaust noise or sale and installation of aftermarket exhaust systems.

Under existing law, exhaust systems installed on motor vehicles with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating of less than 6,000 pounds,
other than motorcycles, may not exceed a sound level of 95-decibels when tested under Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test
procedure J1169 (May 1998). This was not changed by A.B. 1824.

A.B. 1824 amended how excess exhaust noise violations are handled by law enforcement. Beginning this year, a vehicle cited for violating
the current exhaust noise law will no longer receive what is known as a “fix-it” ticket. Instead, violations will result in an immediate fine.

Consumers in receipt of a violation still have the option of seeking a certificate of compliance from the California Bureau of Automotive
Repair (BAR) demonstrating that their exhaust emits no more than 95-decibels. This SEMA-sponsored program allows courts to dismiss
citations for exhaust systems that have been tested and for which a certificate of compliance has been issued.
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The future of our prized cars and trucks is being threatened! Add your voice to our growing U.S. and Canadian forces united
to advance our automotive freedoms. SAN members defend the hobby by responding to timely e-mail updates on vehicle-
related legislation and regulations. No fees. No SPAM. No obligations. Great strength comes with great numbers. Can we
count on you to help preserve the classics of today and tomorrow?
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